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LETTERS OF MORE THAN LOCAL INTEREST. 

(Manuscript Division, the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.) 

Capt. Henry W. Archer to Gen. Anthony Wayne. 1 

Philadelphia July 28 th 1779. 
My dear General, 

I arrived here on Sunday morning at half past 10 
oCloek. From various impediments I could not get 
from New Windsor till near four Thursday afternoon. 
I rode that Eveng to M r Wickham's 21 miles from 
N. W. Made 46 miles the next day, & slept at Hackets- 
town. Got up in the morning at 2 oCloek & made the 
Billet by 9 oCloek in the Evening being 63 miles that 
day, and within 16 of Phil" at which place I breakfasted, 
at the Presidents' of Congress. I was obliged to press 
a horse for one of the dragoons on the road which 
I suppose Nero will complain of at Head Quarters. I 
came into the city with Colours flying, Trumpet sound- 
ing, and heart elated, drew crowds to the doors and 
windows and made not a little parade I assure you — 
these Sir were Baron Stubens instructions and I pur- 
sued them litterally, tho' I could not help thinking it 
had a little of the appearance of a puppet shew. I made 
a point of waiting on the French Ambassador, and M r 
Reed in your name, who as well as others speak of your 
atcheivement with wonder and praise. Had there been 
a soldier on the other side, Say the Political speculators, 
the war would have ended with the taking of Verplanks 
point. I have sent you the News paper of the day. 
Adieu Sir, may you long enjoy your present laurels, 

l Wayne Papers. Capt. Archer a volunteer aid de camp on the staff 
of General Wayne was detailed to proceed to the Congress in Philadel- 
phia, with dispatches relating to the capture of Stony Point. 
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and quickly have an opportunity of acquiring new ones. 
I have the honor to be with Singular esteem, 
Your very hble ser* 
Gen 1 Ant y Wayne. H. W. Archer 

George Washington to Joseph Wright} 
gi r . Mount Vernon 10 th Jan. 1784. 

When you have finished my portrait, which is in- 
tended for the Count de Solms, I will thank you for 
handing it to M r Robert Morris, who will forward it to 
the Count de Brahl (Minister from his Electoral High- 
ness of Saxe at the Court of London) as the Channel 
pointed out for the conveyance of it. 

As the Count de Solms proposes to honor it with a 
place in his collection of Military characters, I am per- 
swaded you will not be deficient in point of execution. 
Be so good as to forward the cost of it to me, & I will 
remit you the money. Let it (after M r Morris has seen 
it) be carefully packed to prevent injury. 

With great esteem — I am Sir, 

Y r Most Obed' Servant 

M r Wright. G° Washington. 

George Washington to Gen. Edward Hand. 3 
Dear Sir Mount Vernon Jan y 14 th 1784 

When I left Philadelphia I hoped to have had the 
pleasure of seeing you at Annapolis before my depar- 

*Dreer Collection. The Count de Solms, under date of August 4, 1785, 
acknowledges the receipt of this portrait in the following terms: 
"My General and my Hero — 

'I have just received your picture, and I am entirely taken up to 
give it a sufficient embellishment by placing between the King of Prussia 
and his illustrious brother Henry. ... It must be that the picture 
resembles, for I regard it is a greatest ornament of my fortress. . . ." 

*Dreer Collection. In 1780 General Hand succeeded Alexander Scam- 
mel as Adjutant General, and in 1798, in anticipation of a war with 
France, Washington recommended Hand's appointment as Adjutant 
General. 
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ture from thence, and to have had an opportunity (pre- 
vious to my resignation) of expressing to you person- 
ally, amongst the last acts of my Official Life, my entire 
approbation of your public conduct, particularly in the 
execution of the important duties of Adjutant General. 

Notwithstanding I have been disappointed in that 
expectation, & have it now in my power — only as a pri- 
vate character — to make known my Sentiments & feel- 
ings respecting my Military friends ; yet I cannot de- 
cline making use of the first occasion after my retire- 
ment of informing you, My dear Sir, how much reason 
I have had to be satisfied with the great zeal, attention, 
and ability manifested by you in conducting the busi- 
ness of your Department; — and how happy I should 
be in oppertunities of demonstrating my sincere regard 
& esteem for you. It is unnecessary I hope to add with 
what pleasure I should see you at this place — being with 
great truth 

My dear Sir, 

Y r Eeal friend & most Obed* Serv* 
G° "Washington 

The Hon. Gen 1 Hand. 

George Washington to Bushrod Washington* 

Mount Vernon Jan y 15 th 1784 
Dear Bushrod, 

I have received your letter of the 22 d ult° — the former 
one accompanying my Trunks also came safe. 

When I came to examine the Chimney pieces in this 
House I found them so interwoven with the other parts 
of the Work and so good of their kind, as to induce 
me to lay aside all thoughts of taking any of them down 
— for the only room which remains unfinished I am not 
yet fixed in my own mind but believe I shall place a 
marble one there — at any rate I shall suspend the pur- 
chase of any of those mentioned in your letter, & would 

4 Dreer Collection. 
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not wish M r Eoberts to hold either of them in expecta- 
tion of it. 

My best wishes attend you in which your Aunt joins. 
My Complim* to M r & M re Powell. With much truth & 
Affection 

I am Y rs 

G° Washington 
Bushrod Washington, Esq r 

Samuel Bayard to Hon. William Bradford. 6 

London 8 th June 1795. 
My Dear Sir. 

Your much wish'd for letters of the 30 Mar. & 2 April 
are still in arrear. Every day we now look for the 
arrival of the vessel that was to sail in about 2 weeks 
from the date of your last letter. I trust she will bring 
the above mislaid letters with others equally interesting 
from yourself & our other friends — I rely more on you 
for general information, than on any other friend I 
have left behind. Your letter of the 15 Dec r 1794 is by 
far the most interesting one I have rec'd since I have 
been in England. Your other communications will not 
convey less information or pleasure, I am sure. My 
wish has been to make you as ample return as lay in 
my power — yet I am aware that there are many topics 
on which you must wish for light, on which I have not 
yet touched. I have a considerable assemblage of facts 
& observations treasured up in my mind of which I 
must disburthern it as opportunities offer. As I keep 
no copies of my letters to friends you must all forgive 
any repetitions, should such appear in my correspon- 
dence. I hope in a short time to procure a copying 

'Wallace Papers. Samuel Bayard, a son of Col. John Bayard, was 
born January 11, 1767, in Philadelphia, where he studied law with 
William Bradford and became his partner. This interesting letter was 
written while Bayard was the Acting Agent of the United States in 
prosecuting American claims before the British Admiralty courts, and 
in that capacity lived for four years in London. 
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press — a quantity of which article I am informed are 
soon to appear on a new construction & very reasonable 
terms. 

In the present letter I propose giving you a little of 
the "secret history of the characters & politics of this 
country." The unlimited confidence My dear Sir, that 
I repose in you & assures me that you will suffer noth- 
ing I may communicate to operate to my prejudice. At 
the same time however it is to be understood that you 
are at perfect liberty to make what use you please of 
any fact or opinion, which you think will have a ten- 
dency to produce a general or partial good. 

The first person here whose sentiments we are to 
regard is unquestionably the King. The slightest inti- 
mation of his wishes or opinion must always have con- 
siderable influence on the politics of his ministry. Al- 
tho' constitutionally they are his advisers, & do in fact 
take the whole burden of government off his shoulders, 
yet sometimes he becomes attach 'd to a certain system 
of measures ; & when this is the case he does not fail to 
exhibit that quality for which he has been long fam'd — 
& which in a good cause is styl'd Perseverance — in a 
bad one — Obstinacy. The present war, like the last, is 
believ'd to be really the King's war. M r Pitt is said 
have advised against it, but when the King had deter- 
mined on it, & inform 'd M r P. that ''if he would not 
conduct it another could be found who would," M r P, 
thought it best to undertake the direction of the war & 
keep his place. 

On the first news of the success of the combin'd 
armies against France, the King is reported to have 
said one day at the Levee — "Well when we have settled 
things in France, we will then turn our attention to 
America & put things to right there" — or words to this 
effect. 

There can be no doubt of the hostile views of this 
country against the U. S. at the commence* of the war. 
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Many people here, are of opinion that the views of min- 
istry are not changed in in regard to our country, & 
that they only wait for a favourable opportunity of 
carrying them into effect. Had they really any regard 
to the welfare & happiness of the people, I could find 
arguments enough to induce in me a belief that they 
wish'd to continue on the most friendly footing with us. 
But convinc'd of the total want of principle in the pres- 
ent ministry — that their great object is to guard & 
perpetuate the present system of corrupt influence 
which they exercise over the two houses of parliament — 
& to keep themselves & their friends in place — admit- 
ing also to some late spoliations on our commerce, I 
begin to doubt the sincerity of the professions they have 
made of their wishes to preserve peace & friendship 
with y* U. S. In the Minister I must say, I have but 
little confidence — His frequent change of principle— 
His equivocation — & duplicity of conduct in many in- 
stances — towards nations & individuals & his want of 
moral principle as a private man exclude him wholly 
from rational trusts. M r P. is certainly deficient in the 
virtues of private life — Tho possess 'd of a great income 
— little short of 30,000 per ann. he is generally believ'd 
to be in debt. To the virtue of temperance he has but 
a slender claim. He is known to be often intoxicated, 
& what aggravates the matter is that he takes no pains 
to conceal a knowledge of the circumstance from the 
public. The following anecdote I had from a gentleman 
of undoubted veracity who was eye witness of the fact 
(D r Merry). 

On the evening assign 'd for the reading & debate of 
the "traiterous correspondence bill" the House of Com- 
mons met as usual between 4 & 5 o'clock. They took 
up & finish 'd the ordinary business of the day. this bill 
excepted — As it was known there would be some oppo- 
sition given to the bill & as the Ministers had not yet 
made their appearance the house was obliged to wait 
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for them — after sitting about 2 hours unemployed — M r 
Pitt & M r Dundas came in as drunk as may be — Major 
Maitland the Brother of Lord Lauderdale — a blunt 
honest Scot, rose to expose the improper conduct of 
these gentlemen — M r Fox however with a generosity 
that does him credit — rose winking to M r Maitland — 
& himself affecting to be in liquor — suggested to the 
speaker the importance of the bill before the house — & 
the lateness of the hour & mov'd the adjournment of 
the house. The motion was seconded & adopted — M r P. 
knowing the views of M r Fox, rose & in kissing his hand 
to him, had to support himself by the Clerk's table on 
which was a pile of books that he knock 'd over, (to the 
great amusement of the house) in his expression of 
gratitude to M r Fox. 

Of Lord Grenville not much can be said. He is a 
man of about 34. or 5. of a youthful appearance & gay 
in his dress & manner. His principles I believe are just 
what his Cousin Pitt & Lord Hawkesberry determine 
they shall be. He is but the echo of the Minister — & his 
representative in the House of Peers. 

Lord Hawksberry, in the general opinion, is the in- 
fluential man in the Cabinet. He is certainly a man of 
talents & information, but a perfect Courtier. No man 
is said to have so large a share of the King's confidence 
as himself. Nor has he fail'd to turn it to a good per- 
sonal use. His income from Government is believed 
to be very large as it relates to himself — as well as to 
his family & friends. In Lord H. America has never 
had a friend. Neither has France at present. No man 
is a more sincere enemy to what are called French 
principles — nay to any thing like reform — than Charles 
Jenkinson. 

Contrasted with the characters I have given above, 
how dignified, & estimable those of Mess™ Fox, Sheri- 
dan, Wilberforce & Grey appear. Of M r Fox I do not 
recollect that I have yet attempted to give you an idea. 



Letters of More than Local Interest. 305 

When you think of him, figure to yourself a short fat 
man — in person & gate not unlike D r Euston — but whose 
port is as errect as that of Gov 1, Mifflin. As I have seen 
him only in Parliament I can give no account of his 
manners in private company — but as a speaker he is 
to be sure admirable. As a handsome, & pleasing orator 
he does not shine — but as an eloquent, argumentative, 
& persuasive speaker he is certainly the first man in 
Parliament. He always takes strong ground — & hence 
in argument always has the advantage. His politics are 
just, wise, humane, & dignified. The speech he made 
when he brought forward his late motion for the House 
to go into a committee on the state of the Nation, is 
a summary of his views, & is considered as one of the 
best speeches he ever made. I sent the best likeness of 
it to the Sec y of State which then existed — as contain 'd 
in 2 Morn g Chronicles. It has since been published in 
a separate pamphlet, which I shall send either to your- 
self or my Brother by the present conveyance. I had 
the pleasure of hearing every word of it, & never indeed 
did I hear any thing that approach 'd so near to my 
idea of the Eloquence of Demosthenes. Unfortunately 
however when M r Fox is most affected by his subject, 
his voice becomes squeaking & often fails him entirely. 
Sometimes he appears at a loss for words — faulters — & 
hesitates — but anon — he is like an impetuous torrant, 
that by its weight bears every thing before it, & sets 
opposition at defiance. 

In one of my first letters to you I endeavour 'd to 
communicate my opinion of M r Sheridan's powers as a 
parliamentary speaker. He has not made any distin- 
guish 'd speech since the one on the subject of the 
repeal of the Habeas Corpus. Hymen seems to have 
made a monopoly of his time & talents this last winter, 
& kept him aloof from the cares of state. His mar- 
riage with Miss Ogle is said to have render'd him as 
independent in his affairs as he has ever prov'd hitn- 

Vol. XL— 20 
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self in his opinion & conduct. He has uniformly op- 
posed the minister with a boldness & asperity beyond 
those with whom he acts, & there is no one who has been 
able to excite the temper & retorts of M r P. but himself. 

In principle M r S. as well as M r F. are said to be 
really republican, but they have too much at stake to 
avow their sentiments, if friends to this form of gov- 
ern'. A natural Son of M r Fox's who is deaf & dumb, 
being ask'd some time since, (on a Slate) whether his 
father was a republican answer 'd in the same way — 
"In every country but England." 

M r Wilberf orce is a character with whom I am much 
pleas'd. He is a small man & in person & manner not 
unlike M r Swanwick. Altho' a friend of M r Pitt's — 
possessing much of his confidence, & generally acting 
with him, yet M r W. has too strong a sense of duty to 
go all lengths with the Minister. He has always differ'd 
with him in regard to the present war & but a few 
days since himself brought forward a motion to ac- 
knowledge the Republic of France as a preliminary to 
a negociation for peace. 

The day assign 'd for the debate of this motion was 
thursday the 21. May. Aware that the debate would 
be interesting I got an order for admission into the 
gallery from one of the members, — & with much diffi- 
culty obtained a good seat. It was suggested by some 
persons near me that possibly there might be no debate 
that day — that such a report was in circulation. No 
one however could tell why. At 3 oclock as usual the 
Speaker made his appearance — prayers were read — a 
number of members appeared — but when the hour of 4 
arrived — none of the Ministry appearing — & there 
being too few to make a quorum, the speaker, to the 
astonishment of all present adjourned the house until 
the next day. After this M r "W. 's motion was postponed 
until the 27 or 28 May. Recent events have explain 'd 
this maneuvre. The insurrection of the Jacobins at 



Letters of More than Local Interest. 307 

Paris took place on the 23. & was known to Ministry 
& to them first on the 27 ult°. These & other circum- 
stances have satisfy 'd most unprejudic'd people here, 
that M r Pitt was really at the bottom of this business, 
which he expected would terminate in a way favorable 
to his views. 

If the fact then be as the public here have reason 
to think it is — what opinion are we to form of a Min- 
istry whose professed object it lately was by continu- 
ing the war to demolish the Jacobin faction, & now 
assist that very party in overturning a system of 
moderation justice & order — assist in destroying a set 
of men whose plan it is to establish a settled & regular 
government & thus to put an end to the calamities of 
war. 

Of M r Grey, I can say but little. I have heard him 
speak several times & have been much pleas 'd with the 
style of his elocution. He appears to be but a young 
man — not more I should think than 27. or 28. He is the 
Son of Sir Charles Grey — sincere in his opposition to 
the present ministry — but I am indue 'd to believe that 
his aim is place & power, only. 

The day on which I went to Westminster Hall for 
the purpose of hearing the debate on M r Wilberforce's 
motion, to secure a good seat I was there at 11 o'clock— 
but finding the doors would not be open'd until 3. I 
went into the Court of King's Bench. Lord Kenyon 
alone was on the bench trying causes by a special jury. 
Here I stay'd until the Court adjourn 'd at 2 o'clock. 
Several causes were try'd in this short space of time, 
in which I had the pleasure of hearing Mess" Erskine 
Garrow & thingay. These with Sir J. Scott the Att" 
Gen 1 had the practice at present. I have before men- 
tion 'd I believe having heard M r E. on the floor of 
Parliament. However great he may be as an advocate 
— he does not shine as an orator. His gestures are 
exceedingly like those of Billy Blain — his voice & accent 
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have little of the agreeable. There is nothing striking 
in his countenance, & nothing conciliating in his man- 
ners—his forte is a bold & glowing eloquence — both he 
& M r Garrow are remarkable for the close & severe — or 
(as it would be term'd with us) rude & cruel examina- 
tion & cross examination of witnesses. 

10. June. In examining an adversary witness, their 
views appear to merely to embarrass him — to irritate 
his temper that they may entangle him in contradic- 
tions. 

In all my attendance at the American Bar I never 
remember on any one occasion having been witness of 
such harsh & irritating conduct as the counsel in the 
Kings Bench on this occasion observed toward the wit- 
nesses produced to give testimony. One of the wit- 
nesses who appear 'd to be a decent & respectable man 
could not repress the emotions of temper which some 
of M r E.'s questions — & the manner of proposing them 
had excited. Having been ask'd several times "if he 
meant to sivear so & so" — He at length reply 'd — "I do 
M r E. mean so & so — is this english plain enough for 
you." The warmth of the witness — appear 'd to me & 
to the company around me to be perfectly justifiable 
as the consequence of M r E. conduct to him. 

He was however reprimanded by L d Kenyon, who 
desir 'd him to be on his guard. ' ' for that he would here 
find himself contending on very unequal ground." In 
an American Court of justice, it appear 'd to me — the 
reprimand would have lighted on the Counsel instead 
of on the witness, & the judge would have inform 'd him 
"that people of fair characters, who came before a 
court & jury to give their testimony under oath were 
not treated as if they had been convicted of perjury — 
but as Gentlemen." 

I wonder the more at Lord K's taking part against 
the witness for not controuling his temper, as his Lord- 
ship is by no means famous for the command of his 
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own. He often, I am told by a gentleman of the Bar, 
suffers his feelings to gain an ascendency over his better 
judgment — even on the Bench. On no occasion more 
than when a jury ventures to give a verdict contrary to 
his advice & judgment. Within his own family circle 
his irratibility of disposition is said to be oftener dis- 
played. One of his friends some time since in company 
observed that "he thought Lord K. one of the best 
christians of the age — for that it was always passion 
week in his parlour — & Lent in his Kitchen." The 
latter part of the observation alludes to another trait 
in his Lordships character, which is said to be generally 
predominant. He lives rather retired — is fond of his 
books, & entertains but little company. That, which 
he does sometimes see are said to leave his table, in 
general, with little satisfaction. A gentleman who dined 
with him some time since happening to mention in com- 
pany that to the family & himself (the guest) his lord- 
ship had given a whole pint of wine. I can tell you 
added one of the company — a more singular proof of 
his Lordship's liberality — "I have known him to give 
a pint of wine to six friends." 

I wish it were in my power to give you some interest- 
ing anecdotes of the puisne judges of the Kings Bench 
— or of the judges of the other different Courts of gen- 
eral jurisdiction. But as yet I had but little oppor- 
tunity of gaining a knowledge of their respective char- 
acters or principles. M r Justice Heath is the only one 
of the judges to whom I have yet been introduc'd. I 
din'd with him some time since at M r Alderman 
Coombe's & was much pleas 'd with his conversation. 
But my Court attendance I need scarcely inform 'd you 
— has been almost wholly confin'd to Doctors Commons 
& the Cockpit. It was my intention to have given you 
in the present letter some account of the Judge of the 
Admiralty — & of those Lords who usually attend as 
Commissioners in prize causes at the Cockpits not for- 
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getting the most eminent of the civilians ; but as this 
communication has already exceeded the bounds within 
which I intended to confine it I must refer you for 
information respecting the Courts of Admiralty &c — to 
some future opportunity. 

12. June. I thank you for the "rough draught" of 
your two opinions in the Mary — & the Betsy — Anxious 
to turn them to the best possible account, I had a fair 
copy of them immediately made & appriz'd that a cause 
in which the principles you have laid down, would 
shortly come into discussion before the Lords of Ap- 
peal, I sent this copy of your opinions to D r Nichall 
who is engag'd in this case for the American claimant. 
When I enclosed them to D r N. I took occasion to men- 
tion to him that as Sir W. Scott on a late occasion had 
read (before their Lordships) a paragraph or two from 
M r Smith's (S. C.) speech, in the House of Representa- 
tives of the U. S. to shew the "insidious conduct of the 
French in seducing the Nantucket fishermen from 
America to settle in France," a fortiori he might with 
strict propriety read the opinion of an eminent counsel 
in a case the principles of which, were the same with 
those involved in the one before the Court. I sug- 
gested also to D r N. that the opinions sent him, being 
those of the first law officer of the U. S. must prove 
interesting since the Government of the U. S. in all 
matters of law must necessarily refer to you, & in their 
conduct towards other nations be governed & directed 
in a great measure by your opinion of what is the law 
of Nations. 

On the first occasion after receiving them D r N. ex- 
pressed his approbation of your two opinions; — We 
acknowledg'd they were "sound & able, & did their 
author great credit indeed." 

They will no doubt be shown to Sir W. Scott if they 
are not read before the Lords of Appeal & I think will 
have more extensive & beneficial effects than probably 
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you contemplated when you penn'd them — or sent them 
across the Atlantic. If they influence the opinion 
of Sir W. S. they will influence also that of the Court 
of appeals. For here Sir W m has vast influence. M r 
Jay knew this, & with a prudence & address, much to 
his credit endeavour 'd to turn it to the benefit of Amer- 
ican claimants. I have hitherto — & shall continue to 
observe the same policy, & as far as I am able secure 
the good opinion of Sir "W. in favour of our country- 
men & their claims. I am very sorry that there appears 
so little probability of settling these by classes, as was 
generally expected by our Gov* & citizens. Could the 
Captors & myself meet & consult together there might 
be some hope of putting the business in this train — 
but when one considers the immense interest, which the 
prize agents proctors & advocates have in the delay of 
our causes, can it be wonder 'd at, that our business 
should take the direction it is likely to do. Were the 
spoliations on our trade to be the subject of a new 
negociation our duty would be to insist (& we should 
unquestionably succeed) in an indemnification for our 
losses as soon as the same would be ascertained by 
Commissioners — the suits for the recovery of the cap- 
tur'd property should be carried on at the expence of 
the British Gov* altho' ostensibly by the U. S. if re- 
quired. Nothing is more clear than as the spoliations 
on our commerce were mostly committed under colour 
of authority from this govern' Compensation should 
come from govern* which should seek its indemnity 
from its own subjects. 

Most of the Americans now in London, with whom I 
have conversed on the subject, are of opinion that when 
Senate are appriz'd of the expence & delay likely to 
attend the recovery of our captured property — & find 
the British cruisers notwithstanding the late negocia- 
tion, still preying on our trade, they will refuse to ratify 
M r Jay's treaty in its present form. The general face 
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of affairs is so much alter 'd from that which was dis- 
play 'd when the leading features of M r Jay's treaty 
were settled, that no doubt can be entertain 'd but that 
we could now obtain better by which I mean more just 
& equal terms, than at any period of the last summer. 

Should the determination of Senate render a further 
negotiation necessary I shall expect the pleasure of 
seeing Col. Hamilton here in the course of this summer. 
Should he come in character of Envoy with the further 
authority of acting as one of the Commissioners in the 
settlement of our affairs with this Government, the 
happiest consequences would probably result from the 
measure. It will be a matter of immense importance, 
that the Commissioners contemplated in M r J.'s treaty 
should be men of enlarged minds & elevated characters 
— well acquainted with the laws of nations, & accus- 
tom 'd to the use of figures. For it will probably hap- 
pen in not a few cases, that the Commissioners will have 
to review the determinations of the Courts of Admi- 
ralty & Appeals. As these Courts are really political, 
ministerial & filled with characters not the most inde- 
pendent & liberal in sentiment, their decisions will in 
all likelihood be found tinctur'd with that selfish policy 
for which the Court of St. James has long been remark- 
able. 

14 June. I mentioned to you in a late letter my 
wishes, & intention to establish an interest with some 
of the most distinguished Booksellers — & Editors of 
the best public papers in circulation. By James & Dilly, 
who in principle are perfect Eepublicans, I have been 
received with much friendship & have on several occa- 
sions dined with them in company with some of the most 
eminent Literati. Debrett who lives in the West or 
more fashionable end of London, is what you may call 
an Opposition man. His book store is the daily resort 
of those members of the 2 houses of Parliament & their 
friends who are opposed to the Minister, & friends of 
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reform. It is what they term an agreeable lounge — 
here they read the news-papers — get all the new pam- 
phlets that are publish 'd particularly, if directed 
against the measures of Ministry — & discuss in conver- 
sation all the affairs of the Nation. 

Stockdales is the Ministerial Lounge — he lives but a 
few doors from Debrett in Picadilly, & his store is 
not less of a news shop, tho' of the opposite description 
than his neighbour's. 

I have become an acquaintance of Perry one of the 
Editors of the Morn 8 Chronicle, he is an acute, intelli- 
gent man — his assistants Grey & Barnes — are said to 
be men of taste, & learning I have not yet been intro- 
duc'd to them, but expect to meet them in a few days 
at a friends. 

I have cut out from the American newspapers the 
best articles of intelligence relative to our country that 
I could find & have sent them to Perry — most of them 
have appear 'd in the Chronicle — but really the public 
mind is so eager for intelligence respecting the french 
& the other Powers of Europe — & so much is constantly 
arriving that America — her politics improvements &c 
are quite overlooked. 

17. June. In my letter by the present conveyance 
to my Brother I have given some ace* of the nature & 
operation of the late orders issu'd by this Gov' for 
sending in all vessels laden with provisions. In some 
cases they are attended with extreme hardship & loss. 
As necessity however is pleaded in excuse of the meas- 
ure, & pay* is promis'd there is less ground for com- 
plaint than existed last year when our vessels when 
taken were considered as prize. 

With this measure I am less alarmed than with the 
disposition which I think is too plainly discoverable in 
the Lords of Appeal. I may mistake but the impres- 
sions made on my mind by the conduct I observe at the 
cockpit forbid my promising the American appellants 
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whose causes must be heard, here, that justice which 
they have been led to expect. I have my apprehensions 
that the assurances which M r Jay may have received 
were never meant to be realiz'd unless necessity 
should compel. I believe I have already intimated to 
you my opinion that events on the continent would de- 
termine whether full justice would be done us or not. 
My opinion on this subject is not alter 'd — it is rather 
strengthened. There is but one man who usually at- 
tends the Court of Appeals, on whose disposition to do 
substantial justice — as far I have yet seen, I could rely. 
This is the Master of the Rolls — Pepper Arden Esq r . 
From the Presd' of the Court L d Mansfield — claimants 
have nothing to expect — & the habit of taking part with 
captors, has so biass'd the mind of Sir W. Wynne, the 
kings Advocate Gen 1 all last war — that if he wish'd, he 
could hardly determine unpartally on an American 
appeal. 

I send you by the present opportunity all the best 
pamphlets respecting Earl Fitzwilliam's recall with 
others. I have made inquiry of several persons re- 
specting the place where I could get the best & cheapest 
glass for your house. I have not yet satisfy 'd myself, 
but as you tell me it will not be wanted before fall I 
will send it by one of the first fall vessels — the Adriana 
— Fitzpatrick will sail in a few weeks. 

I wish'd much to send the President, by this opport y 
a present, which I received lately from my friend M r 
Slade & which I think will be an agreeable present to 
our excellent chief Magistrate. It is the exact model 
of the Bastile made from the stones that once form'd 
a part of this prison. "When 84 models of this building 
were by a decree of the Nat. Assembly made for the 84 
departments, M r Slade had interest enough to get one 
made at the same time for himself — the expence of 
making & sending this to England cost M r S. about £50. 
On my expressing a wish to have a wooden model made 
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from this, for the President, he insisted on my taking 
his. I flatter myself I could scarcely in G. B. find a 
more curious or acceptable present for the Friend of 
liberty & the Assertor of the Rights of Mankind. I hope 
to send it by the Adriana. 

I beg to be remember 'd with the truest respect & 
esteem to the Presd' Patty joins me in best regards to 
M™ W. — in love to you my Dear Sir her cousin — re- 
spects to D r Rush's family. 
I am as ever 

Yours most truly & affect 17 

Sam Bayard. 
Hon. W. Bradford Esq r 

Mayor Robert Wharton to Thomas Kittera, Esq r * 

Philad ,a Feb 7 3 d 1816 
Thomas Kittera, Esq r 
Dear Sir 
I thank you for your attention in forwarding to me 
the bill now before the Senate for the Sale of the State 
House Lot &c. I immediately waited on R. Ritche Esq : 
and J. S. Smith Esq r President of the Councils & was 
happy to find that the same information had reached 
them by another source. I believe that Councils are 
to be immediately convened, to take the subject into 
consideration. I have lately had an opportunity to ex- 
amine the Documents prepared by J. Read Esq r relative 
to the above property, and although I agree to the 
States claim of the Chesnut street front including the 
State House &c, yet I cannot believe that the Legis- 
lature has a right to order the other part sold — in re- 
fering to the above digest you will find a clause intro- 
duced into I believe all the Deeds of Conveyance from 
the former owners to the Commissioners appointed 

'Dreer Collection. This letter contains a reference to the sale of the 
State House yard lot, in addition to matter of local interest. 
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under the Provincial Authority, that the "Ground to 
the Southward of the State house shall not he built 
upon but shall remain a publiek Walk & Green for 
ever" — how far your great men will think themselves 
justified in breaking of that Solemn contract is not for 
me to determine, nor to say what construction the Su- 
preme Court would give to it, should the Question be 
brought before them. 

I hope you will be able to get the Law through so as 
to enable three instead of four Members to hold the 
Mayor's Court, & pray do if you can without danger 
introduce a clause so as to enable Councils to Elect the 
Mayor from out of the body of Citizens, instead of 
being confined in their choice to the Aldermen. 

M r Meredith has informed me that he has inclosed 
to you a copy of the Digest of the Laws relative to the 
importation of Foreigners; the opinion of the Health 
Officer M r Puglia is that he is not authorized to receive 
what is called head money, & therefore will not direct 
Captains who import passengers to report them at the 
Mayor's Office. Indeed it would appear at least as 
some think, that, that Law is not in existence, in that 
opinion however M r Meredith does not concur; all the 
preceeding health officers used to oblige the Captains 
to report to the Mayor, & there to take before him the 
oath prescribed by Law — if that course is not continued 
a door will be immediately opened to the lame, halt & 
blind paupers of Europe to be thrown upon our Shores, 
& by that means greatly increase our poor rates — the 
fee to the Mayor under the old Law was 9 d p r head. I 
leave it to your Judgment to say whether it ought not 
to be raised, particularly as the Salary which he re- 
ceives is by no means an adequate remuneration for the 
very loathsome & greatly increased business which he 
is obliged to perform without any compensation. I 
mentioned the subject to M r Hallowell — will you please 
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to consult your Colleagues & let me hear from you when 
it is convenient. 

Most sincerely 

Your friend 

Robert Wharton. 
Thomas Kittera Esq. 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

John Trumbull to John Vaughan? 

New York 29 th Oct r 1818. 
John Vaughan Esq r 

Phil" 
Dear Sir 

I have received two letters from Philadelphia, pro- 
posing to me to exhibit my picture of the Declaration 
of Independence at that City, and mentioning two places 
proper for the purpose, & probably attainable: the 
Academy and M r Earle's room: — of these two I should 
strongly incline to the former, but for the advanced 
State of the Season. 

In the mean time I am offered the use of Faneuil 
Hall in Boston, the Cradle of the Revolution, for this 
purpose — and this liberality has suggested the possi- 
bility of obtaining in Philadelphia the very Room in 
which the Scene passed. 

I know no friend to whom I can suggest such an Idea 
with so much propriety as to you: will you do me the 
favor to make the proper enquiries! — of course I can- 
not have the painting in Phil 8 sooner than Christmass. 

With sincere Esteem I am 
D r Sir 

Your obliged & grateful Servant 

Jn° Trumbull 

7 Dreer Collection. 
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John Trumbull to Robert GfUmer." 

New York 14 th Nov r 1825 
Bob' Gilmer Esq r 

Baltimore. 
Dear Sir 

M r Lloyd Rogers has the goodness to take charge of 
the two Small heads of W m L. Smith Esq r & General 
0. H. Williams, & will deliver them to you : I under- 
stand that he will leave town tomorrow. 

When you shall have received the pictures, you will 
have the goodness to remit to me One hundred dollars, 
in any safe way that you please. 

M r Ph. Hone has just received from London two 
paintings which you will have great pleasure in seeing, 
— painted by our Countrymen Leslie & Newton. 

And a young man of the Name of T. Cole, has just 
made his appearance here from the interior of Penn- 
sylvania, who has surprized us with Landscapes of most 
uncommon merit. We shall therefore have some in- 
teresting novelties for your next visit. 

I am dear Sir very respectfully 

Your faithful Servant 

Jn° Trumbull 

'Dreer Collection. 



